
Second Grade News 
 

Happy December! In second grade, we are 
continuing our second Unit of Inquiry, “How the World 

Works” with a central idea focusing on “Where people live 
impacts how they live.”  Our lines of inquiry include “Maps and their 

uses,” “How geography affects daily life,” and “Cause and effect 
relationships.”    The learner profiles we are focusing on include, 
“Reflective,” “Balanced,” and “Open-minded.” 

 
During inquiry time, students have previously been learning to 

identify and describe landforms and bodies of water.  Students will be 
learning more about how the Earth changes from extreme weather and 
erosion.  Students will also be introduced to the different types of 
maps, how to use a map, the elements of a map, and the purpose(s) of 
maps.  We will finish up our unit by determining how geography can 
influence the way we live. 

 
Students are continuing to read literary and informational texts 

and continuing to ask questions about what we read.  Students are 
learning to determine and locate specific text features in informational 
texts, as well as identify their purpose for supporting the text.  In 
literary texts, students are learning how to identify important events 
and explain how characters respond to major events and 
challenges within a story.  Students are continuing to use 
illustrations to gain information about the text, too.  We 
will maintain a focus on learning how to look back into the 
text to find text support when responding to questions and 
how to elaborate on our answers.   

 
During our writer’s workshop block, students are 

continuing to develop small moment stories.  Students 
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have been working towards developing a story where a character is 
worried or concerned about something, and students 
will explain how the character handles the situation.    

 
Lastly, in math students will continue to work on 

fluently adding and subtracting numbers within 100 by 
using a variety of strategies.  Students will 
understand that the three digits of a three-digit number 

represent amounts of hundreds, tens, and ones.  
Students will learn that 100 can be through of as a bundle 
of “ten tens” called a “hundred,” and students will be able 

to represent three-digit numbers in different but 
equivalent ways.  Students will be solving one and two step 

word problems which involve situations of adding to, taking from, 
putting together, taking apart, and comparing, with unknowns in all 
different positions.  
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